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In July 2006 the European Commission through Decision 2006/613/EC accepted the 
UK’s proposal, made at the request of the Government of Gibraltar, to list and adopt, 
the Southern Waters of Gibraltar as a Site of Community Importance (SCI). The 
Government of Gibraltar is now pleased to announce, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Nature Protection Act 1991 and the E U’s Habitats and Birds 
Directives, the designation of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar SCI as a dual marine 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protected Area (SPA). 
 
In order to fully comply with the requirements of both SAC and SPA status and in 
addition to the protection regime in existence since 1991 through the Nature 
Protection Act (1991), the Government is publishing and will be implementing the 
Southern Waters of Gibraltar Management Scheme. The protection regime which has 
been in place until now is therefore being supplemented by the management 
scheme. 
 
The Management Scheme is concerned with promoting the sustainable use of a 
living, working environment. It does not aim to prevent the public using the Southern 
Waters of Gibraltar or prevent leisure or commercial activities in the area. Instead, it 
brings together all existing management measures in place and provides the 
mechanism by which such activities can be carried out in a way that they do not 
damage the habitats or species for which the site has been designated. These 
measures will in due course be further augmented by legislation in relation to marine 
leisure activities. 
 
The Management Scheme will not be a static management plan, but an ongoing 
process that aids decision-making and continually evolves to take account of 
changing issues and legal obligations. It sets out a regime to monitor the condition of 
the area’s features and considers options to rectify any deterioration of natural 
habitats and the habitats of species as well as disturbance of the species for which 
the area has been so designated. 
 
Whilst in the first instance this Scheme has been prepared for the responsible 
statutory authorities, the Scheme’s success is dependent on all users of the area 
playing their part in its management. 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____ 

Telephone No: (350) 59800;  Fax No: (350) 76223. 

Extending three miles to the East and South of Gibraltar and stretching all the way up 
to the median line to the West of Gibraltar, the Southern Waters of Gibraltar 
SAC/SPA has long been recognized as an important marine area due to its rich 
diversity in species and habitats. Sea cliffs, sea caves, reefs and other marine 
habitats all form part of the marine ecosystem found along the southern shores of 
Gibraltar and it is precisely these features that the designation as a marine SAC/SPA 
aims to protect.   
 
The Government of Gibraltar is also announcing the designation of the ‘Rock of 
Gibraltar’ SCI as a SPA. As with the ‘Southern Waters of Gibraltar’ it will consider the 
re-designation of the ‘Rock of Gibraltar’ from a SCI to SAC once the Upper Rock 
Holistic Plan has been completed. 
 
Electronic copies of the Southern Waters of Gibraltar Management Scheme are 
available from the Government of Gibraltar’s website at www.gibraltar.gov.gi  
 

 


